Meet the Blind Month

Each October, chapters of the National Federation of the Blind kick off a series of entertaining and fun events that create opportunities for people to meet their blind neighbors. These enjoyable encounters show people that the blind are just like everyone else.  Our goal is to spread the word that the real problem of blindness is not a lack of eyesight, but misconceptions and a lack of information.

Events for our annual Meet the Blind Month in October include: 

INFORMATIONAL TABLES at retail establishments, libraries, senior centers, and community events:  Blind people from our local chapters will be available to discuss and demonstrate Braille and speech output technologies, as well as to distribute materials about how blind people live full and active lives.

SPEAKERS at civic and community meetings:  NFB members are available to present engaging 20- to 30-minute presentations at civic and community meetings.  These talks will include informative and entertaining outreach videos; demonstrations of our audio newspaper service, NFB-NEWSLINE®, and of the first portable, handheld reading device, the Kurzweil–National Federation of the Blind Reader; and information on the summer Science Academies and many new projects initiated through the NFB Jernigan Institute, our research and training institute for the blind.

MEDIA APPEARANCES on radio, television, and other venues: NFB members are available to discuss many topics related to adjustment to vision loss, including how Braille and speech output technologies work; how blind people learn to travel independently; issues that affect parents of blind children; the importance of attitude in dealing with vision loss; and how senior citizens who lose their vision can remain independent.

Why do we need Meet the Blind Month?

Blind people and blindness are often misunderstood, and information is our tool to clarify the uncertainty that sighted people often experience.  In order to improve the lives of blind Americans, and as a service to all our citizens, we believe it’s crucial to correct misconceptions about blindness.  Meet the Blind Month will create opportunities for Americans to meet blind people and learn firsthand about our lives—for example, how we manage day-to-day tasks, and how blind people are like the sighted with many of the same joys and issues in life. Getting to know us a little better will expand everyone’s lives.

Who are we?

The National Federation of the Blind (NFB) is the nation’s largest and most influential membership organization of blind persons working together to improve the lives and futures of all blind Americans.  The NFB’s mission is to serve as the voice of the nation’s blind.  We have more than 50,000 members, with affiliates and local chapters in every state as well as in Washington DC and Puerto Rico.  

Our national headquarters, located in Baltimore, Maryland, serves as a hub for our programs and services.  We are proud to say that we have added to our Baltimore headquarters the National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute. It is the first research and training center for the blind developed and operated by an organization of blind people.

Get Involved!

The National Federation of the Blind invites you to join us during Meet the Blind Month by helping us with one of these important community events.  For more information, please contact your local NFB chapter or our national headquarters.
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